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UPPER GI BLEEDING

What is Upper GI Bleeding ?

It is bleeding arising  from lesions anywhere  in  the esophagus, stomach and first portion of the small intestine.

What are the signs and symptoms ?


The signs and symptoms will depend on the severity  and rate of bleeding.. The most important sign is the  passage of black stools. When the bleeding is rapid the stools may be bloody and accompanied by signs of weakness, palpitation and  syncope. At times the patient may actually vomit blood...

What are the causes of Upper Gastrointestinal bleeding ?


The major causes of UGIB are duodenal ulcer hemorrhage (25%), gastric ulcer hemorrhage (20%), mucosal tears of the esophagus or fundus (Mallory-Weiss tear), esophageal varices, erosive gastritis, erosive Esophagitis or malignancy.
How is Upper GI bleeding diagnosed?

The most accurate method of diagnosing bleeding  is  upper endoscopy. It is a long instrument passed through the mouth and allows the examination of the esophagus, stomach and the first portion of the small intestine.  The image is projected  to a TV monitor for scrutiny.

How is Upper Gastrointestinal bleeding managed?


Most  upper GI bleeding will stop by itself. Others with more rapid bleeding need endoscopic therapy capable of delivering  hemostatic agents like clips, glue, sclerosing solutions and laser.. Medicines that control acid production are also used.
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