                                                     NEUTROPENIA

1. What is neutropenia?

                            Neutropenia is a hematological disorder characterized by an abnormally 
             low number of neutrophil granulocytes (a type of white blood cell). Neutrophils 

             usually make up 50-70% of circulating white blood cells and serve as the primary

             defense against infections by destroying bacteria in the blood.

2. What causes neutropenia?

                      Neutropenia can be caused by decreased production in the bone 

       marrow, increased destruction and marginalization and sequestration.

3. What are the signs and symptoms of Neutropenia?

1. fever
2. frequent infections due to lessened ability to fight bacterial infections

3. mouth ulcers

4. diarrhea

5. burning sensation when urinating

6. unusual redness, pain, or swelling around a wound

7. sore throat

8. shortness of breath

9. shaking chills

4. What is the treatment for neutropenia?

                       There is no ideal therapy for neutropenia, but recombinant G-CSF

       (granulocyte-colony stimulating factor) can be effective in chemotherapy 

       patients.
